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ASSIGNMENT No. 1 

Q.1 “Later Mughal rulers patronized the scholars who  produced so many literary works which were

unique in their own field.”  Explain.      

Muqarrab  Khan of  Golconda was  the  most  experienced  commander  in Golconda,  during  the  reign  of Abul

Hasan Qutb Shah. Muqarrab Khan is  known to have been an ally  of Afzal  Khan and defended Golconda's

southern  realms  against Maratha raids.  Muqarrab  Khan  was  a  political  rival  of Abul  Hasan  Qutb

Shah's viziers Madanna and Akkanna. After Abul Hasan Qutb Shah, escaped from his administrative duties by

retreating into the Golconda Fort along with 1000 women who were known for their mastery in music and song.

Muqarrab  Khan  had  become  the de  facto ruler  of Golconda.  Before, Aurangzeb and  his  forces  initiated

the Siege  of  Golconda,  Muqarrab  Khan  the  most  experienced  commander  in Golconda,  defected  to

the Mughals.  Muqarrab  Khan  and  his  forces  proved  their  fighting  experience  and  worth  against

the Maratha when  he  led  a  contingent  that  eventually  hunted-down Chattrapati  Sambhaji

maharaj at Sangameshwar and brought him to Aurangzeb. Sambhaji  maharaj and his men were captured by

Muqarrab  Khan  and  his  Mughal  contingent  of  25,000.  When  Sambhaji  maharaj  was  presented  before

the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, he the emperor knelt in prayer and thanksgiving to Allah. Sambhaji maharaj

dared Aurangzeb in open court and flatly refused to convert to Islam. A panel of Qadi's of the Mughal Empire

indicted and sentenced Sambhaji maharaj to death.

The city of Udaipur (in Rajputana, present day Indian state of Rajasthan) was annexed to the Mughal Empire

by Akbar the Great in 1576 after Mughal victory in the Battle of Haldighati. However the Sisodias declared

independence after the death of Aurangzeb in 1707. Shah also had intention of recapturing Udaipur. 

In Jodhpur, Bahadur Shah got the news that the Maharana Amar Singh II had fled from Udaipur to hide in the

hills. His messengers gave him the message that Amar Singh got "afraid" by the happenings in Amber and

Jodhpur  and  thought  that  his  kingdom would  also  be  annexed  by  the  Mughals  once  again. According  to

the Bahadur  Shah  Nama chronicle,  because  of  this  incident  the  emperor  called  Amar  Singh  an

"unbeliever". Bahadur Shah waged war against the king until his brother Muhammad Kam Bakhsh's insurgency

diverted him southward.

While the emperor was on his way to Deccan to punish Muhammad Kam Bakhsh the three Rajput Raja's of

Amber,  Udaipur  and  Jodhpur  made  a  joint  resistance  to  the  Mughals.  The  Rajputs  first  expelled  the

commandants of Jodhpur and Hindaun-Bayana and recovered Amber by a night attack. They next killed Sayyid

Hussain Khan Barha, the commandant of Mewat and many other officers (September, 1708). The emperor, then

in the Deccan had to patch up a truce by restoring Ajit Singh and Jai Singh to the Mughal Service. [ His half-

brother, Muhammad Kam Bakhsh, marched to Bijapur in  March 1707 with his  soldiers.  When the news of

Aurangzeb's death spread through the city, the city's monarch, King Sayyid Niyaz Khan surrendered the fort to

him without  a  fight.  Ascending  the  throne,  Kam Bakhsh  made  Ahsan  Khan,  who  served  in  the  army as

the bakshi (general  of  the  armed  forces),  and made  his  advisor  Taqarrub  Khan as  chief  minister and  gave
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himself  the title  of  Padshah Kam Bakhsh-i-Dinpanah (Emperor  Kam Bakhsh,  Protector  of  Faith).  He then

conquered Kulbarga and Wakinkhera. 

Rivalry developed between Taqarrub Khan and Ahsan Khan. Ahsan Khan had developed a marketplace in

Bijapur where, without permission from Kam Bakhsh, he did not tax the shops. Taqarrub Khan reported it to

Kam Bakhsh, who ordered the practise stopped. In May 1707, Kam Bakhsh sent Ahsan Khan to conquer the

states  of Golkonda and Hyderabad.  Although  the  king  of  Golconda  refused  to  surrender, Subahdar of

Hyderabad Rustam Dil Khan did so. 

Taqarrub Khan made a conspiracy to eliminate Ahsan Khan, alleging that meetings of Ahsan Khan, Saif Khan

(Kam Bakhsh's archery teacher), Arsan Khan, Ahmad Khan, Nasir Khan and Rustam Dil Khan (all of them

Kam Bakhsh's former teachers and members of the then court) to discuss public business were a conspiracy to

assassinate Kam Bakhsh "while on his way to the Friday prayer at the great mosque".[26] After informing Kam

Bakhsh of the matter, he invited Rustam Dil Khan for dinner; arrested en route, Rustam Dil Khan was killed by

being crushed under the feet of an elephant. Saif Khan's hands were amputated, and Arshad Khan's tongue was

cut  off. Ahsan  Khan  ignored  warnings  by  close  friends  that  Kam Bakhsh  would  arrest  him,  but  he  was

imprisoned and his property seized. In April 1708, Shah's envoy Maktabar Khan came to Kam Bakhsh's court.

When Taqarrub Khan told Kam Bakhsh that Maktabar Khan intended to dethrone him, Kam Bakhsh invited the

envoy and his entourage to a feast and executed them.

Bahadur Shah signed peace treaties with Ajit Singh of Jodhpur, and Man Singh of Amber before fighting him.

He  also  ordered  the Nawab  of  Awadh Asaf-ud-Daula,  provincial  governor  Khan-i-

Durrani, Moradabad faujdar Muhammad  Amin  Khan  Chin,  Delhi subahdar Asad  Khan

and Jammu faujdar Wazid Khan to accompany him into battle. Shah left Ajmer for the Punjab on 17 June 1710,

mobilising  groups  opposed  to  Bahadur  on  the  way. When  he  learned  about  Shah's  plans,  Bahadur

unsuccessfully  appealed  to  Ajit  Singh  and  Man  Singh  for  help. In  the  meantime,  Shah  had

reoccupied Sonipat, Kaithal and Panipat en  route.  In  October,  his  commander  Khanzada Nawab  Feroz

Khan wrote to him that he had "chopped three hundred heads of rebels"; Khan sent them to the emperor, who

displayed them mounted on spears. 

On 1 November 1710 the emperor reached the city of Karnal, where Mughal cartographer Rustam Dil Khan

gave him a map of Thanesar and Sirhind. Six days later, a small group of Sikhs were defeated at Mewati and

Banswal. The city of Sirhind fell to the Mughals on 7 December; its besieger, general Mohammad Amin Khan

Bahadur, gave him a golden key ring commemorating the victory. After failing to recapture Sadaura he marched

towards Lohgarh, where Bahadur was hiding. On 30 November he attacked the Lohgarh fort, capturing three

guns, matchlocks and three trenches from the rebels. With little ammunition left, Bahadur and a "few hundred

of his followers fled". His follower, Gulab Singh (who was "dressed like" Bahadur), entered the fight and was

killed. The emperor  issued orders  to  the  rulers  of Kumaon and Srinagar that  if  Bahadur  tried  to  enter  their

province, he should be "sent to the Emperor".
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Suspecting that Bahadur was allied with Bhup Prakash, the king of Nahan, the emperor had Prakash imprisoned

in January 1711; his mother begged in vain for his release. After she sent him captured followers of Bahadur, he

ordered that "ornaments worth 100,000 rupees should be manufactured" for her, and Prakash was released a

month later.[44] Shukan Khan Bahadur and Himmet Diler Khan were sent to Lahore to end Bahadur's rebellion,

and their unsuccessful attempt was reinforced by a garrison of five thousand soldiers. Shah also pressed Rustam

Dil Khan and Muhammad Amin Khan to join them. 

Bahadur was hiding in Alhalab, 7 miles (11 km) from Lahore. When Mughal workers came to repair a bridge in

the village, his followers disinformed them that he was preparing to attack Delhi via Ajmer. Bahadur received

soldiers from village ruler Ram Chand for his march against the Mughals, and besieged Fatehabad in April

1711. After learning from messenger Rustan Jung that he had crossed the Ravi River, the emperor attacked

with artillery led by Isa Khan.[46] In the July battle, Bahadur was defeated and fled to the Jammu hills. Forces led

by Isa Khan and Muhammad Amin Khan followed but failed to capture him. The emperor issued an edict to

the zamindars (landlord) of Jammu to take the Sikh captive if possible.

Some of the important chronicles produced during the later Mughal period were Sair-ul-Mutakherin by Ghulam

Husain, Tarikh-i Muzaffari by Muhammad Ali Ansari, Tawarikh-i-Chahar-i Gulzar-i-Shujai by Hari Charan

Das, Imad-us-Saadat by Ghulam Ali Naqvi, Maadan-us-Saadat by Sultan Ali Safawi, Ibrat-Nama by Khair-ud-

din and Haqiqat-ul-Aqalim by Murtaza Husain Bilgrami.

In the South also the Persian literature continued to flourish and some of the outstanding works in Persian were

produced.  In 1611 Farishta wrote the monumental  work Gulshan-i-Ibrahimi which is  regarded as the most

compendious of chronicles produced during Medieval India.

In  Ahmadnagar  ‘Ali  b.  ‘Aziz  Tabataba  wrote  Burhan-i-Maathir  which  deals  with  the  Bahmanis  and  the

successive States up to 1694. The other important works produced in South were Tadhkiratu’l Muluk completed

in 1661 and Tarikh-i-Muhammad Qutb Shah.

The latter work deals with the history of Qutb dynasty from its inception to 1617. In Golconda, Khurshaha

wrote Tarikh Flchi Nizam Shah in 1628 which is a sort of history of the Creation to the present day.” In this

work the author strangely enough omits to record the history of Golconda (even though he wrote it under the

patronage of ruler of Golconda).

There are other important works which deal with the history of Qutb Shahi dynasty.

These include Nisbat Nama Shahrayari, Nasab Nama Shahryari, and Tarikh-i-Qutb Shahi. These works were

mainly  compiled  during  the  reign  of  Muhammad-Quli  Qutb  Shah  and record  some of  the  common facts.

However, there are some distinct differences also which shows that they were written independently.

Persian language made special progress under the patronage of Bahmani wazir Mahmud Gawan. He came to

India from Persia in 1453 and ended his life as a result of murderous conspiracy in 1481. He made a collection

of his letter entitled Riyazu’l Insha.
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These letters were written to men of foremost ‘learning in Persia, and are a paragon of the ornate style, then in

vogue in Persian language. Another outstanding work of Mahmud Gawan was Manaziru’l Insha, a book on art

of diction in Persian.

In the States of Bijapur and Golconda, the Persian scholars were given every possible encouragement. It is said

that there was so much of influx of Persian historians,  poets and other literary figures during the times of

Ibrahim Qutb Shah that they could not be accommodated in the walled-city of Golconda.

As a result Sultan had to found a new city of Hyderabad in 1592. It is not possible to give a list of all the poets,

prose writers and other literary figures who enriched the Persian language during medieval times in India. But it

is really noteworthy that the Persian learning attracted both Hindus and Muslims all over the country.

Q.2 How did the power politics of nobles effect the later mughals court during the first half of the 18th

century? 

The Mughal Empire was vast and extensive in the beginning of the eighteenth century. But by the close of the

century it had shrunk to a few kilometres around Delhi.

After the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, a war of succession began amongst his three surviving sons, Muazzam –

the governor of Kabul, Azam-the governor of Gujarat, and Kam Baksh-the governor of Deccan.

Azam turned to Ahmednagar and proclaimed himself emperor. Kam Baksh too declared himself the sovereign

ruler and conquered important places as Gulbarga and Hyderabad. Muazzam defeated both Azam at Jajau in

1707 and Kam Baksh near Hyderabad in 1708. Muazzam emerged victorious and ascended the Mughal throne

with the title of Bahadur Shah I. He was also known as Shah Alam I.

Bahadur Shah:

Bahadur Shah I (1707-12) was the first and the last of the later Mughal rulers to exercise real authority. He was

learned, dignified and tried to reverse some of the narrow-minded policies and measures adopted by Aurangzeb.

He followed a conciliatory policy towards the Rajput’s and Marathas but a strict policy towards the Sikhs.

Rajput’s:

To have better  control over Marwar and Amber he forced Ajit  Singh of Marwar to submit to the Mughal

authority. He made attempts to garrison Amber and replace Jai Singh with his younger brother Vijay Singh.

Both Ajit Singh and Jai Singh were later restored but their demand for high mansabs (ranks) and offices of

subahdars of important provinces were not accepted.

Marathas:

Shahu, son of Shambhaji who was in Mughal captivity was released in 1707. He granted them the sardeshmukhi

of the Deccan but not the chauth. He also did not recognize Shahu as the rightful Maratha king thus keeping the

fight for supremacy going between Tara Bai and Shahu. Marathas thus remained dissatisfied.

Sikhs:

Bahadur Shah made reconciliation with Guru Gobind Singh and granted him high mansab. But after the death

of the Guru, the Sikhs once again raised a revolt under the leadership of Banda Bahadur. The Mughal authority
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defeated Banda Bahadur at Lohgarh, a fort built by Guru Govind Singh. That was however recovered in 1712

by the Sikhs.

Bahadur Shah made peace with Chhatrasal, the Bundela chief and the Jat chief Churaman who joined him in the

campaign against Banda Bahadur. He adopted a more tolerant attitude towards the Hindus. There was however

a deterioration in the field of administration in his reign because he lavishly granted jagirs and promotions.

Khafi Khan called him Shah-i-Bekhabar (Headless King). He died in 1712.Henceforth a new element entered

Mughal politics and the war of succession.

Previously, the contest for power was between the royal princes; the nobles had merely backed and sided with

them.  Now  they  became  direct  aspirants  to  the  throne  and  began  using  the  princes  as  pawns  to  capture

authoritarian positions.

Jahandar Shah (1712-1713):

In another  war of succession following Bahadur Shah’s death,  his four sons,  Jahandar Shah, Rafi-us-Shan,

Azim-us-Shan and Jahan Shah became involved. Jahandar Shah (1712-13) was successful in the war than the

others. But Jahandar Shah was a weak ruler and came to the throne chiefly – with the help of Zulfikar Khan, the

powerful noble who as a reward was made the wazir (prime minister).

He was a clever man and advocated a friendly policy towards the Rajput’s, Marathas and the Hindu chieftains

not only to strengthen his own position but to ensure the survival of the empire. He quickly abandoned the

policies of Aurangzeb and adopted a liberal attitude towards the Hindus. He abolished the jizyah; gave the title

of Mirza Raja Sawai to Jai Singh of Amber and appointed him the governor of Malwa.

Ajit Singh of Marwar was given the title of Maharaja and appointed the governor of Gujarat. He confirmed the

agreement reached between his deputy and Shahu in 1711 whereby the Marathas were given the chauth and

sardeshmukhi of the Deccan on condition that the Mughal officials would make these collections and hand it

over to the Maratha officials. He pacified Churaman Jat and Chhatrasal Bundela but continued a strict policy

towards the Sikhs.

Zulfikar Khan tried to improve the finances of the empire by checking the reckless growth of jagirs and offices

and forced the mansabdarsio maintain their official quota of troops. But he also introduced the evil practice of

revenue  –  farming  or  Ijarah  whereby  the  government  established  contact  with  the  revenue  farmers  and

middlemen who paid the government a fixed amount while they were free to collect whatever they could from

the peasant.

This oppressed the peasantry to a great extent. However the inglorious reign of Jahandar Shah soon came to an

end in 1713 when he was defeated by his nephew Farrukh Siyar at Agra. Zulfikar Khan was soon executed by

the orders of the new emperor.

Farrukh Siyar (1713-1719):
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Farrukh Siyar came to power with the help of Sayyid brothers, Abdullah Khan and Hussain Ali Khan Barha –

the kingmakers. They were given the office of the wazir and mirbakshi respectively. The two brothers soon

acquired dominant control over the affairs of the state.

Farrukh was himself incapable of ruling and was easily influenced by the others. The Sayyid brothers were

convinced that if the real authority were in their hands the empire would be safeguarded from perishing. It was

during the reign of Farrukh that Banda Bahadur the Sikh chief was captured and killed. However the struggle

for power between the emperor and the Sayyid brothers increased and the efforts of the emperor to overthrow

the brothers failed repeatedly. Finally Farrukh was deposed and killed in 1719.

Muhammad Shah (1719-48):

As successors Sayyid the brothers quickly raised two young princes, Rafi-ud-Darajat and Rafi-ud- Daula (Shah

Jahan II) who died within months. Finally Roshan Akhtar, the son of Jahan Shah was placed on the throne

under the title of Muhammad Shah. The Sayyid brothers followed a policy of religious tolerance.

They abolished the jizyah as well as the pilgrimage tax at many places. In order to maintain harmony, they

advocated a policy of associating Hindu chiefs and nobles with Muslim nobles. In their struggle against Farrukh

Siyar, the Sayyid brothers sided with the Rajput’s and the Marathas. Ajit Singh of Marwar and Jai Singh of

Amber were won over by giving them high positions in the administration.

Alliance was made with Churaman Jat and later placated Shahu by granting him Shivaji’s swarajya and the

right to collect the chauth and sardeshmukhi in six provinces of the Deccan. In return Shahu promised them

help in the Deccan with fifteen thousand soldiers.

The efforts made by the Sayyid brothers did not yield great results because they were constantly faced with rival

factions and conspiracies in the court. The financial position of the empire was also dwindling as the rebellious

elements refused to pay the land tax. This led to increased indiscipline amongst the soldiers.

The hostile nobles united themselves under the leadership of Nizam-ul-Mulk of the Deccan. Further the murder

of Farrukh Siyar created a wave of terror and repulsion against the Sayyid brothers who were looked down upon

as traitors.

They  were  branded  as  anti-Islamic  for  their  policies.  The  anti-Sayyid  nobles  were  strongly  backed  by

Muhammad Shah who wanted to free himself from the hold of the brothers. In 1720, Hussain Ali was killed by

the rebellious nobles and Abdullah Khan died in 1722 after he was defeated at Agra. This ended the rule of the

Sayyid brothers in the Mughal Empire.

After the fall of the Sayyid brothers Muhammad Shah had a long reign (1719-48) to save the empire. The

Mughal rule was still held in high esteem by the people. The Mughal army especially the artillery was still the

most important force; administration in northern India had deteriorated but not collapsed entirely. The Maratha

sardars were still confined to the south and the Rajput’s were loyal to the Mughals.

But Muhammad Shah was not a good ruler. His first Wazir after the fall of the Sayyid brothers was Muhammad

Amin Khan. After his death Nizam-ul-Mulk was appointed the wazir in 1722. But instead of supporting Nizam,
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the emperor suspected his own ministers. The attempts to reform the administration proved futile and disgusted

with the inability and fickle mindedness of the emperor the Nizam chose to pursue his own ambitions.

He gave his office in 1724 and proceeded to the south and found the state of Hyderabad. He was the most

pleasure-loving ruler  of  loose  morals  and is  therefore  called  Muhammad Shah ‘Rangila’.  After  the  fall  of

Sayyid brothers he fell into the clutches of a dancing girl Koki Jiu and the eunuch Hafiz Khidmatgar Khan.

The already declining  Mughal  Empire received another  fatal  blow when the Persian  monarch,  Nadir  Shah

invaded India in 1738-39. Nadir Shah was attracted to India by her fabulous wealth for which she was famous.

The bankrupt Persian Empire found an easy prey in the weak Mughal rule with loose defences on the north-west

frontier and used the golden opportunity.

The disunity amongst the nobles too proved an added advantage for the invaders. The two armies met at Karnal

in 1739 and the Mughals suffered a crushing defeat at the hands of Nadir Shah. Emperor Muhammad Shah was

taken prisoner and Nadir Shah marched on to Delhi.

He plundered the royal treasury at his, own pleasure and carried back the immense wealth from India.  He

carried away with him the famous Koh-i-Noor diamond and the jewel studded Peacock throne of Shahjahan.

Nadir Shah’s invasion inflicted a heavy damage on the Mughal Empire and its dwindling image suffered a

severe blow.

The invasion affected the imperial finances and the economic life of the people adversely. Ahmad Shah Abdali,

the successor of Nadir Shah invaded the kingdom for the first time during Muhammad Shah’s reign in 1748.

Ahmad Shah Abdali was defeated at Manpur by Ahmad Shah, the Mughal heir-apparent and Mir Mannu, the

son of the deceased wazir Qamruddin.

Ahmad Shah (1748-54 A.D.):

The death of emperor Muhammad Shah in 1748 saw the beginning of bitter struggles among power hungry

nobles of Turani and Irani factions.  His successor Ahmad Shah born of Udham Bai, a public dancing girl,

ascended the throne but was unable to cope with the disintegrating forces.

The weak defenses of the northwest encouraged Ahmad Shah Abdali, who invaded India twice in 1749 and

1752, when he marched upto Delhi. The emperor, with a view to buy peace and save Delhi from devastation,

ceded Punjab and Multan to Abdali. Imad ul Mulk ousted the Wazir Safdar Jang and became the wazir. Ahmad

Shah was blinded and deposed by this new wazir.

Alamgir II (1754-1759 A.D.):

After the dethronement of Ahmad Shah, Imad-ul-Mulk raised Azizuddin, Jahandar Shah’s son on the throne

who styled himself after Aurangzeb as Alamgir II. The military and financial position of the empire during this

period became worst to the extent that the emperor’s household troops carried off the articles from the houses of

the wazirs and nobles and sold them into the market.  Ahmad Shah Abdali  invaded Delhi in 1757 and the

imperial city was plundered.
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The  relations  between  Alamgir  II  and  Wazir  Imad-ul-Mulk  were  not  satisfactory  and  the  latter  got  him

murdered in 1759.

Shah Jahan III (1759-60 A.D.):

Muhi-ul-Milat, the grandson of KamBaksh was placed on the throne as Shah Jahan III by Imad-ul- Mulk. ‘He

was deposed by the Marathas who captured Delhi in 1760.

Shah Alam II (1759-1806 A.D.):

Ali Gauhar, the son of Alamgir II became the Mughal emperor in 1759 and took up the title of Shah Alam II. At

the time of his father’s death he was in Bihar. Although he was declared the Mughal Emperor, he did not

proceed to Delhi for 12 years (the Wazir Imad ul Mulk placed Shah Jahan III on the throne of Delhi and after

his deposition by the Marathas, Najib Khan Rohilla made made himself dictator of Delhi till his death in 1770).

Ultimately in January 1772, Shah Alam II was reinstated at Delhi by the Marathas. Ghulam Qadir (grandson of

Najib and son of Zabita Khan Rohilla) occupied Delhi in 1788, blinded Shah Alam II and deposed him. Ghulam

Qadir was defeated and executed by Mahadji Sindhia at Meerut in 1789 and Shah Alam II was reinstated as

Sindhia’s pensioner. In 1803, Delhi was captured by the English after Lord Lake defeated the Marathas and

Shah Alam became the British pensioner. David Ochterlony became the first resident.

Akbar Shah II (1806-1837 A.D.):

After the death of Shah Alam II, his son succeeded as Akbar Shah II. Akbar sent Raja Ram Mohan Roy to

England to seek a raise in pension. The presentation of Nazrs (gifts involving sovereign status) was ended by

Lord Hastings in 1813.

Bahadur Shah II (1837-57 A.D.):

After the death of Akbar II, Bahadur Shah II became the Emperor. He was allowed to retain the imperial title.

He was fond of poetry and had the title of “Zafar.” He took part in the Revolt of 1857. He was captured and

tried by the British. Bahadur Shah II was deported to Rangoon where he died in 1862. Thus ended the Mughal

dynasty.

Q.3 What were the reasons behind the rivalry between the French East India Company and the English

East India Company? Also analyse the factors that contributed to the supremacy of the later over

the former company?

French  East  India  Company,  byname  of  (1664–1719) Compagnie  Française  des  Indes  Orientales  (French:

“French Company of  the East  Indies”),  or (1719–20) Compagnie  des Indes  (“Company of  the Indies”),  or

(1720–89) Compagnie  Française  des  Indes  (“French  Company  of  the  Indies”),  any  of  the  French  trading

companies established in the 17th and 18th centuries to oversee French commerce with India, eastern Africa,

and other territories of the Indian Ocean and the East Indies.

The Compagnie Française des Indes Orientales was established by Jean-Baptiste Colbert, finance minister to

King Louis XIV. It had difficulty gaining the financial support of French merchants, and Colbert is thought to

have pressured many of them to join. He persuaded François Charpentier of the French Academy to write a
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glowing advertisement about the benefits of joining the company, asking why the French should purchase gold,

pepper, cinnamon, and cotton from foreign merchants. Louis XIV wrote to 119 towns, ordering merchants to

gather and discuss subscribing to the company, but many refused. By 1668 the king himself was the biggest

investor, and the company was to remain under his control.

In constant competition with the already-established Dutch East Indies Company, the French company mounted

expensive  expeditions  that  were often  harassed and even confiscated  by the  Dutch.  The French East  India

Company flourished briefly from 1670 to 1675; but by 1680 little money had been made, and many ships were

in need of repair.

In 1719 the Compagnie Française des Indes Orientales was absorbed by the short-lived Compagnie des Indes.

This company became entangled in the disastrous financial schemes of the fiscal administrator John Law, and

so it suffered severely in the ensuing French economic crash of 1720. The company was then reorganized under

the name Compagnie Française des Indes.

The revived company obtained the colonies of Mauritius (Île de France) in 1721 and Mahé in Malabar (India) in

1724. By 1740 the value of its trade with India was half that of the British East India Company.

The ablest  leader  of the company, Joseph-François Dupleix,  was appointed the governor-general  of French

India in 1742. In 1746 he captured Madras but failed to take the neighbouring British fort of St. David. Dupleix

allied himself with local Indian powers, but the British supported rival Indian groups, and a private war between

the two companies broke out in 1751. After being recalled to Paris in 1754, Dupleix unsuccessfully sued the

company for money that he had spent on its behalf in India.

During  the Seven  Years’  War (1756–63)  between France and  England,  the  French  were  defeated,

and Pondicherry, the capital of French India, was captured in 1761. Because the French economy saw more

profit from trade in the West Indies, the French East India Company lacked government support. Its monopoly

over French trade with India was ended in 1769, and thereafter the company languished until its disappearance

during the French Revolution in 1789.

International trade, economic transactions that are made between countries. Among the items commonly traded

are consumer goods, such as television sets and clothing; capital goods, such as machinery; and raw materials

and  food.  Other  transactions  involve  services,  such  as  travel  services  and  payments  for  foreign  patents

(see service  industry).  International  trade  transactions  are facilitated by  international  financial  payments,  in

which the private banking system and the central banks of the trading nations play important roles.

International  trade and the accompanying financial  transactions  are  generally  conducted for the purpose of

providing  a  nation  with  commodities  it  lacks  in  exchange  for  those  that  it  produces  in  abundance;  such

transactions, functioning with other economic policies, tend to improve a nation’s standard of living. Much of

the  modern  history  of international  relations concerns  efforts  to  promote  freer  trade  between  nations.  This

article provides a historical overview of the structure of international trade and of the leading institutions that

were developed to promote such trade.
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Q.4 Critically evaluate the rise of the Marathas, Rajputs and Sikhs which exacerbated the decline of the

Mughals during the 19th century. 

The Mughal Empire, was an empire that at its greatest territorial extent ruled parts of Afghanistan, Balochistan

and  most  of  the  Indian  Subcontinent  between  1526  and  1857.  The  empire  was  founded  by  the  Mongol

leader Babur in 1526, when he defeated Ibrahim Lodi, the last of the Afghan Lodi Sultans at the First Battle of

Panipat, where they used gunpowder for the first time in India. The Mughal Empire is known as a “gunpowder

empire.” The word “Mughal” is the Indo-Aryan version of “Mongol.” Babur was a descendant of Chingis Khan.

The Mughals retained aspects of Mongol culture well into the sixteenth century, such as the arrangement of

tents around the royal camp during military maneuvers. Under Akbar the Great, the empire grew considerably,

and  continued  to  expand until  the  end of Aurangzeb‘s  rule.  Jahangir,  the  son of  Akbar,  ruled  the  empire

between 1605 and 1627. When Shah Jahan, Jehangir’s son, became emperor in October 1627, the empire was

large and wealthy enough to be considered one of the greatest empires in the world at that time. It was Shah

Jahan who commissioned the building that represents the pinnacle of Mughal architectural achievement, the Taj

Mahal, between 1630 and 1653. Sponsors of art and of learning, the Mughals left a rich heritage of buildings,

paintings and literature.  Their  beautiful  gardens (jahanara) representing a taste of heaven on earth,  and the

sanctity of nature which in the Qur’an praises God (Q34: 10), remain an impressive part of their heritage.

After Aurangzeb died  in  1707,  the  empire  started  a  slow and  steady  decline  in  actual  power,  although  it

maintained all the trappings of power in the Indian subcontinent for another 150 years. In 1739 it was defeated

by the army of the Persian shah, Nadir Shah (1688-1747). In 1756 Ahmad Shah (1747-1772) of Afghanistan

looted Delhi. Complacent in their military superiority, the Mughals failed to modernize their technology. While

no  Indians  could  challenge  their  cannon,  outsiders  could.  Increasingly,  the  Mughal  emperors  grew  less

interested in good governance and more interested in maintaining their lavish lifestyle and expensive court.

Hence, the emperors up to Aurangzeb are called the “greater,” after him the “lesser.” This is very similar to the

pattern  that  emerged  in  the Ottoman  Empire,  where  the  rulers  grew  increasingly  disinterested  in  good

governance and repeated the pattern of their predecessors, the Afghan Lodi Sultans.

Maintaining the Mughal lifestyle meant higher taxes, from which the taxpayers derived no benefit. Little money

was invested in agricultural or technological development. Economic prosperity was regarded as a threat to the

security of the state, and so was discouraged (the more wealthy people could purchase arms and rebel). Local

governors took advantage of this to virtually declare independence from the center, soon aided and abetted by

the British and French. Under an initial treaty with the Mughals in 1616, the British first built factories; by 1765

in the Treaty of Allahabad they acquired tax raising and administrative power in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, after

which the Mughal emperor became their puppet. They dissolved the empire in 1857, having already gained

control of substantial territory in India, winning the competition against the French and Dutch. At times, the

Mughals experimented in establishing good inter-religious relations with the non-Hindu majority, employing

Hindus  in  senior  posts.  At  other  times,  religious  zealousness  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  temples  and
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of Hindu images and in the imposition of harsh taxes. The positive aspect of their legacy still contributes to

interfaith  harmony  in  India, Pakistan and Bangladesh,  but  the  negative  aspect  fuels  inter-community

(communitarian) hatred and even violence. Lessons can be learned from the Mughal legacy on how to govern

multi-racial, multi-religious societies.

Religion

A picture from the inside of the Mughal palace Khas Mahal

The Mughal ruling class was Muslim, although many of the subjects of the empire were Hindu and also Sikh.

When Baburfirst  founded  the  empire,  he  did  not  emphasize  his  religion,  but  rather  his Mongol heritage.

Under Akbar, the court abolished the jizya, the tax on non-Muslims, and abandoned use of the lunar Muslim

calendar in favor of a solar calendar more useful for agriculture. One of Akbar’s most unusual ideas regarding

religion was Din-i-Ilahi (“Godism” in English), which was an eclectic mix of Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity.

He enjoyed good relations with the emerging Sikh community, and it was proclaimed the state religion until his

death. These actions were later retracted by Aurangzeb, known for his zealotry. Aurangzeb imposed Sharia law,

which he codified, re-imposed the jizya, and as had Babur, destroyed temples in order to build mosques. He is

known to have treated non-Muslims harshly.

Under Aurangzeb, Mughal court life changed dramatically. According to his interpretation, Islam did not allow

music, so he banished court musicians, dancers, and singers. Further, based on Muslim precepts forbidding

images, he stopped the production of representational artwork, including the miniature paintings for which the

Mughals are renowned.

The Mughal Emperors persecuted several of the Sikh Gurus, and Jehangir executed the fifth Guru. Even the Taj

Mahal is reputedly built on a sacred Hindu site, although this is disputed. At times, popular Sufi teachers such

as attracted Hindu and Muslim disciples while some Hindu gurus were also popular among Muslims. Many Sufi

shrines are still visited by Hindus as well as Muslims.

The Mughals tended to regard themselves as rulers by divine right, rather than as subject to Islamic law. Thus,

they did not afford religious scholars much authority. Although they recognized the Ottoman claim to the title

of caliph, they saw the Ottomans as just another Muslim empire like themselves, especially as they shared a

similar pedigree. Whether the earlier policies of harmonizing religions were merely pragmatic or stemmed from

a more inclusive understanding of Islam is debatable. Certainly, such Sufi teachers as Kabir (1414-1518) who

flourished at an earlier period had represented a ‘peace to all’ type of Islam that was attractive to many people

in the subcontinent. He taught that all people are members of one family and he drew equally on Muslim and

Hindu devotional traditions. The reversal of the early policy would eventually result in the partition of India

based on the “two-nation theory,” which believed that Muslims and Hindus were two nations and could not

peacefully co-exist.
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Political Economy

The Mughals used the mansabdar system to generate land revenue. The emperor would grant revenue rights to

a mansabdar in exchange for promises of soldiers in wartime. The greater the size of the land the emperor

granted, the greater the number of soldiers the mansabdar or Zamindars had to promise. The mansab was both

revocable and non-hereditary; this gave the center a fairly large degree of control over the mansabdars. As a

result of increasingly heavy taxation (initially the Mughals had not overtaxed), revolt was encouraged as local

people  objected  to the amount  of money spent  on the lavish Mughal  court.  Initially,  this  also encouraged

economic  development,  establishing  a  strong  system  of  banking  and  credit,  and  issuing  paper  money.

Increasingly, however, they bled the country of its wealth to feed their lifestyle. Ignoring development, they

failed to keep pace with the developments of the rest of the world, including those of weapon technology.

Q.5 Write notes on the following topics.

(i) Subsidiary system and Doctrine of Laps

One of the most important alliances or treaties to understand the dynamics of the losing sovereignty (India) into

the hands of Britishers.  The respective  alliance had two parties;  including princely  states  of India and the

Britishers.  The idea was actually  introduced by French Governor Joseph François  Dupleix but  it  was then

implemented by Lord Wellesley, the then Governor General of India. In the popular academia, it is stated that

Nawab of Awadh was the first  ruler  to  enter  into  subsidiary alliance  with Britishers  but  it  was  Nizam of

Hyderabad who got into a well-crafted political alliance with Britishers. According to the Subsidiary alliance,

the ruler (who accepted subsidiary alliance) had to accept the British army into his territory. It was decided that

in case of any revolt/protest, the respective state would receive support of British army. But in return, the ruler

had to pay for the maintenance of the British army and if he fails to do so, then his territory would be taken

away by Britishers.

The Doctrine of Lapse was the annexation policy, framed by Britishers to apply their aggressive expansionist

policies in India. Lord Dalhousie framed and implemented the Doctrine of lapse to deal with the succession

problem of Hindu states. According to the policy, the ruler who had accepted or was in an alliance with the

Britishers would lose his territory if he dies without having an heir. It also had another provision that if the ruler

was competent or not, it was also decided by Britishers and if not, then his territory was taken away. Such

policies overthrew the long policy of ‘hereditary’ as the sole criteria for the succession of the throne in India.

(ii) Bengal and Rohilkhand

Rohilkhand (previously Rampur State) is a region in the northwestern part of the Uttar Pradesh state of India,

centered on Rampur, Bareilly and Moradabad divisions. Part of the upper Ganges Plain, the region is named

after  the Rohilla tribe  who  are Pashtun (also  known  as Afghan or  Pathan).  The  region  was

called Madhyadesh in the Sanskrit epics Mahabharata and Ramayana.

Bengal is  a  geopolitical,  cultural  and  historical  region  in South  Asia,  specifically  in  the  eastern  part  of

the Indian subcontinent at the apex of the Bay of Bengal, predominantly covering present-day Bangladesh and
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the Indian state of West Bengal. Geographically, it  is made up by the Ganges-Brahmaputra delta system, the

largest  such  formation  in  the  world,  along  with  mountains  in  its  north  bordering  the Himalayan

states of Nepal and Bhutan, and east bordering Myanmar.

Rohilkhand means  the  "land  of  the Rohilla."  The  term Rohilla first  became  common  in  the  17th  century,

with Rohilla used to refer to the people coming from the land of Roh. Roh was originally a geographical term

that  corresponded  with  the  territory  stretching  from Swat and Bajaur in  the  north  to Sibi in  the  south,  and

from Hasan Abdal (Attock) in the east to Kabul and Kandahar in the west.[2] A majority of the Rohillas migrated

from Pashtunistan to North India between the 17th and 18th centuries.

The Rohilla Afghan leader Daud Khan lead the settlement in the Katehar region in northern India on order of

the  Mogul  emperor Aurangzeb (ruled  1658–1707)  as  part  of  an  effort  to  suppress  the Katheria

Rajputs uprisings. Rohilla Rajput's first king was Raja Ram Singh Katheria. These Rohilla Rajputs contains 18

reputed clans of Rajput Vansh. Some of these clans are Chauhan, Rathore, Gehlot, Sisodiya, Nikumbh, and

Pundir.  Originally,  some  20,000  soldiers  from  various  Pashtun  tribes  (Yusafzai,  Ghori,  Osmani, Ghilzai,

Barech, Marwat, Tareen, Kakar, Naghar, Afridi and Khattak)  were  hired  as  soldiers  by  the

Monguls. Aurangzeb was impressed with their performance and an additional force of 25,000 Pashtuns were

recruited from modern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Afghanistan and were given respected positions in the Mogul

Army. Nearly all of Pashtuns settled in the Katehar region and also brought their families from modern Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa and Afghanistan. During Nadir Shah's invasion of northern India in 1739, lead by the general

Ahmed Shah Abdali,  a new wave of Pashtuns increased the population to over 1,000,000. Due to the large

settlement of Rohilla Afghans, the Katehar region gained fame as Rohilkhand. Bareilly was made the capital of

the Rohilkhand state and it became Pashtun majority city with Gali Nawaban as the main royal street. Other

important  cities  were Moradabad, Rampur, Shahjahanpur, Badaun,  and  others.  The  British  company  knew

Nawab of Oudh posed no danger for the British company, whereas the Maratha wanted to invade Bengal and

Bihar after  overrunning Oudh. The British dispatched 20,000 British troops on the order of the Viceroy of

British India to free Rohillakhand from Maratha and give it to Nawab. The Maratha and British armies came

face to face in Ram Ghat, but the sudden demise of the Peshwa and the civil war in Pune to choose the next

Peshwa forced the Maratha to retreat. Rohilla decided not to pay, absent a war between the two states. The

British made Oudh a buffer state in order to protect it from the Maratha, and from there on, British troops

protected Oudh. The subsidy of one British brigade to provide protection to Nawab and Oudh from Maratha

was decided to be Rs 2,10,000.
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